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to ram. He realized that the momentum of his three
hundred and eighty-four tons was no match for our
sixteen hundred and ninety-two tons when we were
coming straight for him. As the Mississippi bore
down on him, he dodged our blow and drove the nose
of the Manassas into the bank. We fired two broad-
sides that wrecked her. Her crew began crawling
ashore over her bows, and Captain Smith Immedi-
ately sent a boat in charge of an officer to board and
report her condition. He returned with Warley's
signal-book and diary, to say that the outboard de-
livery pipes had been cut, and that the Manassas
was sinking by the stern.

Captain Smith disliked to give up the idea of
saving her. But, meanwhile, the gunners in the
forts had found that the Mississippi was in range,
and they began to pour in an increasingly heavy fire,
As one weary gun's crew after another was called to
their stations, and their welcome of our return to the
scene of the night's activities grew hotter, it was out
of the question for the Mississippi to remain a
stationary target. There was nothing to do but to
send the boat back in a hurry to set the Manassas on
fire, and for the Mississippi to join the fleet at the
quarantine station.

A little later the weight of the water flowing into
the Manassas9s stern raised her bow so that she
floated free and drifted down the stream. As she
appeared around the bend the mortar flotilla, which